


Director’s Message: Protecting the environment from the many dangers of the modern world can 
seem like a daunting task, and the myriad problems we face can feel overwhelming at times. No individual 
can fix the whole world all by themselves. However, every person has the power to make changes for the 
better. Every small action we take can make a difference, and many small actions taken by many people can 
add up to making a very big difference. Throughout this calendar, you will find suggestions for some of those 
small actions you can take to make Alachua County a better, cleaner, healthier, and more beautiful place for 
the people, animals, and plants who live here. Remember that a journey of a thousand miles begins with a 
single step – so, please take that first step! 

Protect Habitat & Wildlife
•	Minimize or eliminate the use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides in your yard.
•	Make your yard wildlife friendly. Plant a pollinator garden and use native shrubs and trees to increase wildlife habitat.
•	Minimize light pollution at night by turning off outdoor lights or using motion sensors, timers, or dimmers, and opting for 

warm-colored lights outdoors.

Reduce Personal 
Pollution

•	Be energy aware. Turn off lights and 
electronics when not in use.

•	Consolidate driving trips and walk or 
ride your bike whenever possible.

•	Keep grass clippings and landscaping 
debris out of the streets.

•	Do not litter. Secure items/trash from 
blowing out of outdoor garbage cans & 
moving vehicles.

•	Clean up after your pet. Scoop it! Bag it! 
Trash it!

•	Purchase goods that are created with 
minimal packaging, transportation 
footprint, and impact on the environment.

•	Report illegal dumping to 352-264-6800.
•	Take household hazardous waste to your 

local HazWaste Collection Center.
Conserve Water

•	Save water outdoors by turning off automatic irrigation systems and run manually only when plants show signs of stress.
•	Check your system regularly, promptly repair leaks, and remember the Alachua County irrigation restrictions are the 
maximum you can water.

•	Hand watering with a garden hose is a great way to target only those plants that are actually thirsty.

Hazardous Waste Center 
Hazardous Waste poses a threat to environmental 
health and human safety if not properly disposed. 

What type of hazardous waste is accepted?

•	 Paint products
•	 Pharmaceuticals
•	 Pool chemicals
•	 Propane tanks
•	 Sharps (syringes, needles, and 

lancets)
•	 Stale gas and diesel fuel
•	 Thermostats and thermometers
•	 Used cooking oil

•	 Aerosol containers
•	 Automotive chemicals and filters
•	 Batteries (all types) 
•	 Emergency flares
•	 E-scrap
•	 Flammable liquids and solids
•	 Fluorescent lamps and CFLs
•	 Household cleaners
•	 Lawn chemicals

Alachua County’s Rural Collection Centers (RCCs) 
Help us keep our beautiful Alachua County clean and free of trash and dumping! The five Rural 
Collection Centers are rural, regional facilities for the collection of recyclables, solid waste, yard 
trash, bulk items, and household hazardous waste. These facilities are for residential use only 
(commercial waste is prohibited).

What can I drop off at the RCC? 

Recycling - Flattened, dry cardboard, paper, and paste board (cereal boxes), and commingled 
containers such as plastic bottles/jars, plastic yogurt/margarine tubs, aluminum, steel and tin 
containers, glass bottles/jars.

Garbage - Please place trash bags in available compactor or in dumpster if directed.

Yard Waste - Leaves, grass clippings, brush and small tree limbs. Remove yard waste from plastic 
bags before recycling and do not include boards, lumber, rocks, fencing, pallets, toys, or furniture.

Bulk Metals Recycling - Washers and dryers, stoves, grills, filing cabinets, metal exercise 
machines, metal patio furniture, metal roofing, bicycles, lawn mowers and other gas-powered 
equipment (must be empty of gas and oil).

Household Hazardous Waste - Oil filters, fluorescent lamps, rechargeable batteries, vehicle/boat 
batteries, computer equipment, electronics, and up to five gallons of waste oil and old paint per 
day are accepted.

Main Location: 
5125 NE 63rd Ave., Gainesville, FL 32609 
Phone: 352-334-0440
Mon. – Fri., 7 AM – 5 PM, Sat. 8 AM – 12 PM
Closed: Sundays and holidays

Rural Collection Centers: 
Mon., Tue., Fri. & Sat., 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Closed: Sundays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 

Archer Rural Collection Center:
19401 SW Archer Road
Phone: (352) 495-3257

Alachua/High Springs Rural Collection Center:
16929 NW US Highway 441
Phone: (386) 454-2563

Fairbanks Rural Collection Center:
9920 NE Waldo Road
Phone: (352) 334-3873

North Central Rural Collection Center:
10714 N SR 121
Phone: (352) 334-3875

Phifer Rural Collection Center:
11700 SE Hawthorne Road
Phone: (352) 334-3874



























Hiking/Nature 
Trails

Bicycling 
Trails 

Horseback 
Riding Trails 

Group Camping 
(reservation 
only)

Dogs on 
leash

Boat Ramp Fishing Hunting 
(during season)

There is simply no better way to gain an appreciation for the natural environment than to go out and explore it, 
canoe it, hike it, bike it… you get the idea! Below are some of our favorite Alachua County Forever Preserves.

Preserve Name Location Description Activities

Barr Hammock Preserve 
- Levy Prairie 14920 SE 11th Dr., Micanopy The 6.5-mile Levy Loop Trail encircles a wet prairie and offers vistas of spring and fall wildflowers. 

Northern portion of the loop is unshaded. 

Barr Hammock Preserve 
- South Entrance 300 SE 175th Ave., Micanopy 13 miles of multi-use, forested trails; a favorite loop for hikers is the Bayhead trail; for 

equestrians, the Hammock Trail. For a longer hike or ride, try the Landing Overlook.

Black Lake Preserve 6197 NE 225th St., Melrose 3 different trail loops through pine and hardwood forests, including a paved 0.1-mile trail to a 
pond overlook.

Buck Bay Preserve 6502 N County Rd. 225, Gainesville Multiple trail loops through pine flatwoods habitat, ranging from 0.7 miles to 2.5 miles in length.

Four Creeks Preserve 6845 NW 37th St., Gainesville A partnership property with the City of Gainesville, with a 2.5-mile walking loop trail through 
pine and hardwood forests. Trail can be flooded during wet periods. 

Fox Pen Preserve Near 10777 Holden Park Rd. in Hawthorne  A 1-mile-long trail loop through pine and wetland habitat. A partnership property with Alachua 
Conservation Trust.

Lake Alto Preserve - 
North 14500 County Rd. 1471, Waldo  3.5 miles of unpaved trails accessible from the Preserve entrance off of CR 1471, or from the 

boat dock on Lake Alto. Look for black bear tracks in the north portion of the preserve.

Lake Alto Preserve - 
South 18795 NE 132nd Ave., Waldo  The 1.2-mile Canal Loop is accessible from NE 132nd Ave., less than 1/2 mi east of CR 1471. 

Wildflowers abound in fall near the entrance.

Little Lake Santa Fe 
Preserve 20201 NE 132nd Ave., Waldo A 1-mile trail loop through the upland pinewoods, and the wetland ecotone.

Longleaf Flatwoods 
Reserve

Main parking area located on CR 325, about 2.3 mi 
south of Hawthorne Rd./SR 20

Managed by St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD), the Reserve features sandhill, 
mesic flatwoods, and cypress swamp habitats. Wildflowers can be plentiful spring thru fall. For more 
information:  https://www.sjrwmd.com/lands/recreation.

Mill Creek Preserve 14505 NW County Rd. 236, Alachua (just west of the 
intersection with CR 241)

This Preserve features about 5 miles of trails and the southernmost extent of American beech 
trees. There are several easy-to-moderate marked loop trails of various lengths. 

Newnans Lake 
Conservation Area

3 tracts: Hatchet Creek Tract trailhead is 0.9 mile east of 
the Hatchet Creek bridge on SR 26

Managed by SJRWMD, the best time to visit this area is winter, as some trails can be wet and 
buggy during the summer, and there are trail closures during hunting season in fall and spring. 
For more information: https://www.sjrwmd.com/lands/recreation

Phifer Flatwoods 
Preserve

Parking area located at 12243 SE County Rd. 2082 on 
the Gainesville Hawthorne State Trail (GHST)

Four different short trails (ranging from 0.5 miles to 1.3 miles) through pine flatwoods near 
wetland areas. Trails are accessible from the Gainesville Hawthorne State Trail.

Poe Springs Park 28800 NW 182nd Ave., High Springs This park offers swimming in the springs, watercraft rentals, picnic facilities and play areas, as 
well as hiking trails. Summer parking fee is $6 per vehicle.

Serenola Forest Preserve Near the intersection of SW 21st St. and SW 49th Ave., 
Gainesville (near Idylwild Elementary School)

A 1-mile trail loops through a diverse hardwood forest. Limited parking by the main trail head, 
trail access is primarily by foot or bike. Managed by Alachua Conservation Trust.

Sweetwater Preserve
2 trailheads: one at 309 SE 16th Ave., Gainesville; the 
other located north of Boulware Springs City Park 
(3300 SE 15th St., Gainesville) on the GHST

The 1.75-mile West Trail accessible from SE 16th Ave. offers full shade along Sweetwater Branch. 
A bridge connects to the 1.2-mile Sandy Trail (parking at Boulware Springs).

Turkey Creek Preserve Main Trailhead located at  6300 NW 93rd Ave., Alachua
Features 5 miles of trails over rolling topography through a variety of habitat types. Also includes a 
½ mile Fitness Trail with 7 exercise stations to add a workout to your visit (exercise equipment rules 
and instructions found onsite).

Watermelon Pond Park 
and Preserve 10700 SW 250th St., Newberry  A marshy, sandhill lake, accessible for shallow water boaters from the boat ramp at Watermelon 

Pond Park.

NO DOGS

NO BIKES

NO BIKES
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