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Florida Springs & Aquifer Protection Act (2016

BMAPs must include 
(403.067 & 373.807)

● Description of sources

● 20-year implementation plan

● Credits to achieve 5-year milestone

● Allocation of pollution reduction

● OSTDS, WWTF, or Ag remediation 
plan, where necessary

Prohibited within BMAP areas 
(373.811)

● Non-AWT Wastewater Treatment 
Plants

● New OSTDS on lots of 1 acre or less
● New Hazardous Waste Disposal 

Facilities
● New agriculture w/o Best 

Management Practices



Three Issues Argued 
Before the 1st DCA in 

2023 -2024
• Plans wouldn’t achieve the 

TMDL within 20 years

• Didn’t account for future 

growth in agriculture and 

population

• Nitrogen reductions weren’t 

allocated to non-point 

sources 



OFS BMAPs Invalidated by 1st DCA



All Impaired 
Outstanding 
Florida 
Springs 
Combined

68%
2018 
BMAP

nitrogen reduction 
was required across 

all impaired 
Outstanding Florida 

Springs combined
12,798,408 lbs-N./year

(combined pollution at spring vents)

- 4,108,463 lbs.-N/year
(water quality goal)

= 8,690,975 lbs.-N/year 
(required reduction)

All Impaired 
Outstanding Florida 
Springs Combined

72%
2024 
Update

nitrogen reduction is 
required across all 

impaired Outstanding 
Florida Springs 

combined
14,335,221 lbs-N./year

(combined pollution at spring vents)

- 4,042,773 lbs.-N/year
(water quality goal)

= 10,292,449 lbs.-N/year 
(required reduction)





OFS BMAP Sta tutory Upda tes

Must include (403.067 & 373.807): 

● Description of sources
● 20-year implementation plan
● Allocation of pollution 

reduction
● Projects to meet 5-year 

milestones
● Septic, wastewater, and 

agricultural, remediation 
plans where necessary

Prohibited within (373.811):

● Non-AWT Wastewater 
Treatment Plants

● New OSTDS on lots of 1 acre 
or less

● New Hazardous Waste 
Disposal Facilities

● New agriculture w/o Best 
Management Practices



June, 2025 - FDEP Adopts Upda ted BMAPs

Good:
• Allocations

Bad:
• Fails to meet 5-year milestones
• Fails to achieve TMDL
• Weak OSTDS policies
• Future growth not accounted for
• Missing ag remediation element
• Insufficient monitoring
• Relies on unproven ag projects





Pollut ion Reduct ion (Non)-Progress

2025 Suwannee BMAP

• 41% of 5-year goal

• 12% of Total Goal (2038)

• 15 of 18 largest polluters 
will not meet targets

2025 Wekiwa/Rock BMAP

• 23% of 5-year goal

• 17% of Total Goal (2038)

• 16 of 16 largest polluters will 
not meet targets



By November 1st:
● Adopt updated BMAPs for 

Suwannee and Wekiwa & Rock 
Springs that include additional 
projects to reduce pollution.  

Updated BMAPs will include additional 
projects that will reduce hundreds of 
thousands of pounds of nitrogen 
pollution from row crops, dairies, and 
septic tanks by 2028, accelerating 
springs restoration.

DEP Settlement Conditions



Within 150 days:
● Begin compliance enforcement against entities in the Suwannee and 

Wekiva Basins that failed to provide sufficient projects to meet required  
2028 pollution reductions. 

Absent enforcement, rules are just suggestions. This provision assures that 
FDEP will notify entities that are not in compliance with the BMAPs and 
carry out suitable enforcement.

Settlement Conditions for DEP



Settlement Conditions for DEP - Suwannee & Wekiva

By December 31, 2030:

● Include projections of growth for irrigated agriculture in BMAP.

BMAPs are forward looking plans to achieve water quality standards by 
2038. In order for them to be successful, the plans must account for 
increases in pollution during the life of the plan. 



Settlement Conditions for DEP - Suwannee & Wekiva

By December 31, 2030:

● Expand water quality monitoring by at least ten locations in the 
Suwannee and at least six locations in the Wekiwa & Rock Springs.

● Define when monitoring shows whether or not “reasonable progress is 
being made”, as required by law.

Our challenge exposed significant gaps in DEP’s water quality monitoring 
network, especially in the Suwannee Basin where data was insufficient to 
even create a trend analysis. Good policies are based on good science 
and good science requires good data.



Settlement Conditions for DEP - Wekiwa & Rock Springs

By December 31, 2030:

● Prohibit new conventional septic systems on lots of 10 acres or less.

● Require all existing existing septic systems on lots of 10 acres or less 
to upgrade to advanced system or connect to central sewer

Septic systems account for 52% of the nitrogen pollution in Wekiwa & Rock 
Springs. Banning new conventional septic systems and replacing existing 
systems is the key to restoring water quality in the Wekiva basin.



Settlement Conditions for DEP - Suwannee & Wekiva

By December 31, 2032:

● Verify the effectiveness of best management practices for vegetable 
and agronomic crops and dairies at reducing nitrogen in the Suwannee 
Basin.

Implementing best management practices (BMPs) provides agricultural 
producers with a presumption of compliance for almost all Florida water 
laws. Verifying that BMPs are effective at reducing pollution and achieving 
water quality standards is among the most important things we can do to 
restore our rural springs and rivers.



Scan to make a donation to the 
Springs Legal Fund

floridaspringscouncil.org/springslegalfund

NOTHING PROTECTS A SPRING 
LIKE A LAWSUIT

Support FSC's New Legal Fellow at 
Stetson College of Law
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