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Rural and Family Lands Protection
Program (RFLPP) and Florida Forever

Florida Forever (FDEP) Rural & Family Lands (FDACS)

+ Florida's flagship, science-based « Protects agricultural lands from
program for conserving natural areas development using easements
and water resources Sustains private farms & ranches

+ Protects environmentally sensitive Easements do not allow public access
lands and waters Conservation of nature is secondary

+ Makes natural areas available for Natural areas can be converted to
nature-based recreational EI]jD}-’II]Eﬂt agricu]ture use, in(;juding YOW Crops

« Most effective tool for protecting the
Florida Wildlife Corridor

Agricultural easements alone cannot protect Florida's natural heritage

Florida Forever is the only state program that can purchase both fee-title ownership and

conservation easements to protect natural areas and water resources

Land Acquisition Easements

+ Ensures permanent protection + Limited habitat protection

+ Provides public access for hunting, « Public access usually prohibited
fishing, and recreation + Can't replace public land

+ Connects parks and wildlife areas

+ Protects rare species natural habitats
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Florida State Funding for Land and Conservation

Easements
Rural and Family Lands (RFLPP) and Florida Forever
7Y0550r5 2000 - 2026 % $850M
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In 2023, Florida committed a on-fime $850 million appropriation for land
protection in two specific portions of the Florida Wildlife Corridor. The main
source of this funding was federal COVID-19 recovery funds provided to Florida
through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). This one-off funding was
separate from Florida Forever funds allocated in 2023.
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Ala

Alachua County Forever is the county’s premier land conservation ACT purchases land and Conservation

program. Established by the citizens and voters in 2000, the Easement in Alachua County
program works to acquire and protect environmentally and

agriculturally significant lands in the county through an open public
process. As of 2025 the program has protected over 36,000 acres and
manages a network of 23 county nature preserves.

New Agricultural Easement program

Priority conservation areas- Santa Fe
River Corridor
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Hot off the presses: Florida Ecological Greenways Network Priorities

Jacksonville

Santa Fe River
Priority 3 FEGN

Higher priority for
State and Federal land
acquisition
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